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Abstract:	  
The	  Invisible	  Community:	  African	  Americans	  in	  Berkshire	  County	  was	  a	  project	  of	  the	  

Berkshire	  County	  Historical	  Society	  in	  the	  late	  1990s.	  Ethnic	  groups,	  most	  notably	  

the	  African-‐American	  community,	  have	  traditionally	  been	  overlooked	  in	  histories	  of	  

Berkshire	  County.	  The	  Invisible	  Community	  project	  intended	  to	  collect	  information	  

on	  the	  historic	  presence	  of	  African-‐Americans	  in	  Berkshire	  County,	  and	  the	  role	  that	  

community	  has	  played	  in	  the	  county’s	  history.	  This	  collection	  includes	  information	  

concerning	  specific	  Berkshire	  residents,	  as	  well	  as	  institutions	  &	  events	  associated	  

with	  the	  African-‐American	  community	  in	  Berkshire	  County,	  Massachusetts.	  	  

	  

Finding	  aid	  by	  Louisa	  Lebwohl,	  June	  2012.	  

	  

Margaret	  H.	  Hall	  Library	  and	  Archives	  

Berkshire	  County	  Historical	  Society	  

Pittsfield,	  MA	  

Terms	  of	  Access	  and	  Use:	  
The	  papers	  are	  open	  to	  research	  according	  to	  the	  regulations	  of	  the	  Margaret	  H.	  Hall	  

Library	  and	  Archives,	  without	  any	  additional	  restrictions.	  

	  

Scope	  and	  Contents	  of	  the	  Collection:	  
The	  collection	  contains	  various	  findings	  of	  the	  Invisible	  Community	  project,	  and	  

project	  records	  from	  the	  late	  1990s.	  This	  collection	  is	  organized	  into	  5	  series:	  

I:	  General.	  



II:	  Publications.	  

III:	  Census	  records.	  

IV:	  Photographs.	  

V:	  Invisible	  Community	  (project)	  records.	  
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SERIES	  I:	  General.	  

African-‐Americans	  from	  Pittsfield	   	   	   	   	   box	  1:	  folder	  1	  

African-‐Americans	  from	  Sheffield	   	   	   	   	   box	  1:	  folder	  2	  

Massachusetts	  54th	  Regiment	   	   	   	   	   box	  1:	  folder	  3	  

Underground	  Railroad	   	   	   	   	   	   box	  1:	  folder	  4	  

Reverend	  Samuel	  Harrison	   	   	   	   	   	   box	  1:	  folder	  5	  
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Epsworth	  Mission	  Group,	  1914	   	   	   	   	   box	  2:	  folder	  14	  

	  

SERIES	  V:	  Invisible	  Community	  (project)	  records.	  
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Object	  Categories:	  
• Census	  records	  

• Clippings	  

• Essays	  

• Family	  histories	  



• Minutes	  

• Pamphlets	  

• Photographs	  

	  

Search	  Terms:	  
The	  following	  terms	  represent	  persons,	  organizations,	  and	  topics	  documented	  in	  

this	  collection.	  

• Berkshire	  County,	  Mass.	  

• Pittsfield,	  Mass.	  

• Invisible	  Community	  (project)	  

• Berkshire	  County	  Historical	  Society	  

• Burghardt-‐Frye	  family	  

• Ceasar,	  Samuel	  &	  Hannah	  

• DuBois,	  W.E.B.	  

• Freeman,	  Elizabeth,	  or	  “Mumbet”	  

• Grant,	  Ulysses	  “Frank”	  

• Harrison,	  Samuel	  (Reverend)	  

• Persip,	  Alfred	  K.,	  Sr.	  

• Massachusetts	  54th	  Regiment	  

• Underground	  Railroad	  

• Baseball	  

• Historic	  buildings	  


