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Abstract:	
  
The	
  Invisible	
  Community:	
  African	
  Americans	
  in	
  Berkshire	
  County	
  was	
  a	
  project	
  of	
  the	
  

Berkshire	
  County	
  Historical	
  Society	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  1990s.	
  Ethnic	
  groups,	
  most	
  notably	
  

the	
  African-­‐American	
  community,	
  have	
  traditionally	
  been	
  overlooked	
  in	
  histories	
  of	
  

Berkshire	
  County.	
  The	
  Invisible	
  Community	
  project	
  intended	
  to	
  collect	
  information	
  

on	
  the	
  historic	
  presence	
  of	
  African-­‐Americans	
  in	
  Berkshire	
  County,	
  and	
  the	
  role	
  that	
  

community	
  has	
  played	
  in	
  the	
  county’s	
  history.	
  This	
  collection	
  includes	
  information	
  

concerning	
  specific	
  Berkshire	
  residents,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  institutions	
  &	
  events	
  associated	
  

with	
  the	
  African-­‐American	
  community	
  in	
  Berkshire	
  County,	
  Massachusetts.	
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Scope	
  and	
  Contents	
  of	
  the	
  Collection:	
  
The	
  collection	
  contains	
  various	
  findings	
  of	
  the	
  Invisible	
  Community	
  project,	
  and	
  

project	
  records	
  from	
  the	
  late	
  1990s.	
  This	
  collection	
  is	
  organized	
  into	
  5	
  series:	
  

I:	
  General.	
  



II:	
  Publications.	
  

III:	
  Census	
  records.	
  

IV:	
  Photographs.	
  

V:	
  Invisible	
  Community	
  (project)	
  records.	
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  following	
  terms	
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  organizations,	
  and	
  topics	
  documented	
  in	
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  collection.	
  

• Berkshire	
  County,	
  Mass.	
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  Mass.	
  

• Invisible	
  Community	
  (project)	
  

• Berkshire	
  County	
  Historical	
  Society	
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